May 21, 2023
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Ascension Celebration
Christ is risen!
40 days after Jesus rose from the dead, He ascended into heaven. This festival
will always fall on a Thursday. So that we can celebrate this final event in
Jesus’ earthly ministry, we include this opening today.

After the bell is ring, please stand, turn, and face the procession at the back of
the church

(P} Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P) A reading from Acts, chapter 1, the Ascension of our Lord.

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to
do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God. And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you
heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come
together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom
to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking on,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they
were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in
white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”



P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

P} The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

[P) Letus pray.

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and
continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

x3 (Psalm 47:5)
P} God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. Alleluia!

While we sing the opening hymn the Paschal Candle is extinguished to
symbolize Jesus' ascension into Heaven where He is seated at the right hand
of the Father.

Opening Hymn: 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493
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5 Benowourjoyonearth,OLord, A 6 Orisen Christ, ascended Lord,

And be our future great reward.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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All praise to You let earth accord:

Alleluia, alleluia!

You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation

(P)

Amen.

Exhortation
P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13 LSB 203



P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19-23] LSB 203

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Service of the Word
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Letus pray. O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above
all heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of
truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with
Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 1:12-26

The First Reading is from Acts, chapter 1.

12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. *And when they had
entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James.
14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

%1n those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons
was in all about 120) and said, *“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled,
which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning
Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. ’For he was
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” ¥(Now this
man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he
burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. **And it became
known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their
own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 2%“For it is written in the
Book of Psalms,

“‘May his camp become desolate,
and let there be no one to dwell in it’;

and

“‘Let another take his office.’



2150 one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, ??beginning from the baptism of John
until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become
with us a witness to his resurrection.” 22And they put forward two, Joseph
called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 2*And they prayed
and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these
two you have chosen 2°to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” ?And they cast lots for
them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven
apostles.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead.

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;

he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11
The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 4.

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 3*But rejoice
insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad
when his glory is revealed. **If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you
are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. *°But let
none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.
18yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him
glorify God in that name. ’For it is time for judgment to begin at the
household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those
who do not obey the gospel of God? 8And

“If the righteous is scarcely saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

YTherefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to
a faithful Creator while doing good. . . .



SHumble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the
proper time he may exalt you, “casting all your anxieties on him, because he
cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. °Resist him,
firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. *°And after you have
suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.
1To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

P) Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia. | will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you. Alleluia.
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Holy Gospel John 17:1-11

] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify
you, %since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to
all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they know you the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4l glorified you on earth,
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. >And now, Father,
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had with you before the
world existed.



5“] have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. "Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you.
8For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received
them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. °I am praying for them. | am not praying for the
world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 1°All mine
are yours, and yours are mine, and | am glorified in them. **!And I am no
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be
one, even as we are one.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,

9



10
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Announcements
Hymn of the Day: 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us  1sB 915
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1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
2 To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter in
3 To - day our Fa - ther calls us; His Ho - ly Spir - it  waits;
40 al-em-brac-ing Mer - cy, O ev -er - o - pen Door,
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How - ev - er great our tres - pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa-ther’s wel-come And par - don for their sin.
His bless-ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav’n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be for - got - ten, A pres - ent joy be giv’n,
No ques-tion will be asked us How of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a-gainst us, To drive us to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash us And make us clean to - day.
A fu - ture grace be prom - ised, A glo-rious crown in heav’n.
Al - though we oft have wan - dered, It is our Fa - ther’s home.

We know one gate is o - pen, One ear will hear our prayer.
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812-after 1857
Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon Rev. Chris Streeper

Offering
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.

Stand

Prayer of the Church

(P)

(P)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the Church of God, that she would be protected from every attack of
the prowling lion, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For protection against Satan’s seductions and terrors, that no false
doctrine or ungodly living would gain a foothold among us, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For endurance and patience, that where the devil incites enemies against
God’s Word and Church, the saints may rejoice to share in Christ’s
sufferings, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the work of our missionaries, that the seeds they sow would bring
forth the harvest of our Lord Jesus; that they would endure fiery trials for
Christ’s name; that they would shine the light of His Gospel into the
hostile darkness; and that they would rejoice in tribulation to share the
sufferings of the Lord who suffered for us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and all people of the world, that peace and justice would
overcome war and violence, liberty reign over oppression, and that the
holy angels would guard those who defend us in the armed forces or
protect us in our communities, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For the sick and the distressed, those whose hearts are heavy, those
whose lives are burdened, those who mourn, and all who are in need
[especially ]; and that they would be granted healing and
given God’s peace which passes all understanding, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For faith to recognize the body and blood of our Lord Jesus and to
receive this blessed food in the Holy Communion; and for guidance to
live faithfully here on earth until we live with Him eternally, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Heavenly Father, as the first Christians devoted themselves to prayer and
worship following Christ’s glorious ascension, preserve us in the same
until we are raised with all the saints to Your heavenly kingdom; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 208

(P)
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared
openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that
He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 208
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.

Having revealed Your glory in the face of Your only-begotten Son,
who suffered, died, and rose for our salvation, You have exalted Him to
the highest majesty at Your right hand, that He might graciously fill all
things.

Grant us faithfully to eat and drink this Holy Supper, trusting our
reigning Savior Jesus, who, though unseen in His ascended glory, is here
present to save by His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 162
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it i1s in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My ~I body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Pax Domini
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
| And grant us peace, 0) Lord, we  pray.
Sit
Distribution

e |f—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat,
please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you.

e Directions

o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary.
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left).

o Kneel or stand as you are able.

o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of

Christ (individual or common cup).

o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return

to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.

o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way

out the door.

e Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you
come forward for communion.

e A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any

guestions.
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Distribution Hymn: On Christ’s

Ascension | Now Build 1sB 492
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1 On Christ’s as - cen - sion now build The hope of my as -
2 Since Christ re - turned to claim His throne, Great gifts for me ob -
30 grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, Re - call-ing Your as -
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cen - sion; This hope a - lone has al - ways stilled All doubt and
tain - ing, My heart will rest in Him a - lone, No oth - er
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may serve You faith - ful - ly

In thanks for
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ap-pre - hen - sion; For where the Head is, there as well 1

rest re - main - ing; For where my trea-sure went be - fore, There

my re - demp-tion; And then, when all my days will cease, Let
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know His mem - bers are to dwell When Christ will come and call them.

all my thoughts will ev-er
me de - part
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Tune: Public domain

ermission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522

soar To
in joy and peace In

ext: Josua Wegelin, 1604-40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873-1964, alt. =~ Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by p
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still their deep-est yearn-ing.
an - swer to my plead-ing.
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Distribution Hymn: See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph
LSB 494
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1 See, the Lord as-cends in tri - umph; Con-qu’ring King in

2 Who is this that comes in glo - ry With the trump of

3 While He lifts His hands in bless - ing, He is part - ed

4 Now our heav’n-ly Aar - on en - ters With His blood with -
5 He has raised our hu - man na - ture On the clouds to
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roy - al state, Rid - ing on the clouds, His char - iot, To His
ju - bi - lee? Lord of bat-tles, God of ar- mies, He has
from His friends; While their ea - ger eyes be - hold Him, He up-
in the wveil; Josh - ua now i1s come to Ca-naan, And the
God’s right hand; There we sit in heav’n-ly plac - es, There with
) 4 .
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heav’'n-ly pal - ace gate. Hark! The choirs of an-gel voic - es
gained the vic - to - ry. He who on the cross did suf - fer,
on the clouds as - cends. He who walked with God and pleased Him,
kings be - fore Him quail. Now He plants the tribes of Is - rael
Him in glo - ry stand. Je - sus reigns, a-dored by an - gels;
= | i y =
S .
Joy - ful al - le - lu - ias sing, And the por - tals
He who from the grave a - rose, He has van-quished
Preach-ing truth and doom to come, He, our E - noch,
In their prom-ised rest - ing place; Now our great E -
Man with God is on the throne. By our might - y
-+ i i i
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high are lift - ed To re - ceive their heav'n - ly King.
sin and Sa - tan; He by death has crushed His foes.
1s trans - lat - ed To His ev - er - last - ing home.
li - jah of - fers Dou-ble por - tion of His grace.

Lord’s as - cen - sion We by faith be - hold our own.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-85, abr., alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain
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Distribution Hymn: O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire

LSB 553
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2 How  vast Your mer - cCy to ac - cept The
3 But now the bonds of death are burst, The
4 0O let Your might - y love pre - vail To
) 4
A ! .
D » i
y, - .
a - tion’s might - y Lord, Re - deem - er of  the
bur - den of our sin And bow Your head in
ran - som has been  paid; You now as - cend the
purge us of our pride That we may stand be -
f) : . . .
T s — |
NSV — L : & |
)
fall - en world, By ho - ly love  out - poured:
cru - el death To make us clean with - in.
Fa - ther’s  throne In robes  of  light ar - rayed.
fore  Your throne By mer - cy pu - 1 - fied.
5  Christ Jesus, be our present joy,

A6

Our future great reward,;
Our only glory, may it be
To glory in the Lord!

All praise to You, ascended Lord;
All glory ever be

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Through all eternity!

t: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, adapt.

Tex
Tune: Harm
Text and tune

Stand

onischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt
: Public domain

The Dismissal

(P)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart ~I~ in peace.
Amen.
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32 LSB 211
Db |
#Vﬁ o
) = :
10 Lord, now let Your ser - vant De -
2 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther All
0|
; A |
A3V I | |
[Y) |
part in heav’n - ly peace, For I have seen the
glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to the
0|
A5
W o
) & vy @
gl - 1y Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
Spir - it For - ev - er Three in One;
0|
1 D
&b .
A3V I | [
) | |
A light to lead the Gen - tiles Un -
For as in the be - gin - ning, Is
D .b
b e
ANV . I ||
) |
to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
n ] lD [
N SE - | |
o | —o — :
e & : I
peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

(P)

Psalm 103:1 LSB 212

Amen.
Closing Hymn: 821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821
f) . .
25 | N - |
G e = .
Q) ~———— ~——
1 Al - le - lu - 1ia! Sing to Je - sus; His the
2Al - le - lu - ia! Not as or - phans Are we
3Al - le - lu - 1ia! Bread of heav - en, Here on
4 Al - le - lu - 1a!l King e - ter - mnal, Lord om -
5Al - le - lu - 1a! Sing to Je - sus; His the
f) . . . .
e —— =
A3V i @D i. &
e) ~—~— ~——
scep - ter, His the throne; Al - le - lu - 1a! His the
left In SOr - row Now; Al - le - lu - 1a! He 18
earth our food, our stay; Al - le - lu - 1a! Here the
nip - o - tent we  own; Al - le - lu - 1a! Bom of
scep - ter, His the throne; Al - le - lu - 1a! His the
_,?. - | | .
—— 2 - a'
e N— ~—
tri - umph, His the vic - to - ry a - lone.
near us;  Faith be - lieves, nor ques - tions how.
sin - ful Flee to  You from  day to day.
Mar - vy, Earth Your foot - stool, heav’n Your throne.
tri - umph, His the vic - to - ry a - lone.
f) —_ . . .
] | — | |
o —r ¢ . =
S . |
Hark! The songs of peace - ful Zi - on Thun - der
Though the cloud from sight re - ceived Him When the
In - ter - ces - sor, Friend of sin - ners, Earth’s Re -
As with - in the veil You en - tered, Robed in
Hark! The songs of peace - ful Zi - on Thun - der
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f) . —_ . —_—
o | [—~ [ [ P
= = —
o) !
like might - y flood: “Je - sus  out of
for - days were O’er, Shall our  hearts for -
deem - er, hear  our plea Where the  songs  of
flesh, great High Priest, Here on earth  both
like might - y flood: “Je - sus  out of
h | |
| [ | [
> o= =* g
Q) N—— S ——
ev - ’ry na - tion Has deemed us by His blood.”
get His prom - ise: “I am you ev - er - more’?
all the sin - less Sweep the crys - tal  sea.
priest and vic - tim In the cha - ris - tic feast.
ev -~ na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87
Text and tune: Public domain
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Today
Today
Today
Today
Tuesday
Wednesday

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL

Between Services

9:15 AM

12-2:00 PM
5-7:00 PM

10:00 AM

Voter’'s Meeting

NO Bible Class
Sunday School
Walk-In Communion
Walk-In Communion
Bible Study

VOTERS’ MEETING is today between Worship Services. There is NO Bible Class.

HONORING VETERANS this week. Please see the insert for more detailed

information. Any questions, please contact Don Gotsch.

2023 GRADUATES Calling all High School, Trade School, College or Military!
Tomorrow is the last day to call or email the church office your loved one’s: Full Name,
School Graduated From, Next School or Adventure heading into, or anything else that
we may encourage and celebrate.

FREE HEALTH & BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING We will need a minimum of 25

to hold this event on Sunday, June 25th. Please sign-up at the Welcome Center. For
guestions, please contact Beth Bremke.

ARK ENCOUNTER & CREATION MUSEUM An email was sent out for you to formally

register for the Summer Adventure trip. Again, please register as soon as possible.
Registration closes on June 11th. See Rev. Streeper if you have any questions or need

assistance.



GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly!

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY If you have any questions about the ONLINE version that
launched, please contact the church office. You should have received an email with
your username (firstnamelastname) and create your own password. This will allow you
to view the directory. Print copies will be available.

PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 April-June devotion booklets are available on the
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today.

WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You're encouraged to take home
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!).
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you.

YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided. If you are interested in that or other
gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180.
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES

Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future.
Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below.

Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home.

“Walk-In” times at Church:

Sundays, 12 — 2pm

Tuesdays, 5 — 7pm

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:
To schedule a time other than the walk-in times

Call Pastor 440-458-0189

Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for
appointments.

TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing:

1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM

2. Mail your contributions to the church.

3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly

to the church on a scheduled basis.

4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure

online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution.
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IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM.

WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube,
Facebook, or www.spvc.org — on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching.

PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor.

PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the
prayer chain and receive all the updates) ... or ... you may fill out the back side of the
attendance slip.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM. Attend in-person or watch the stream live
and on-demand.

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown
their generosity.

[ May 2023
SERVICE May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28
SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY
Confirmation Sunday Mother's Day Memorial Weekend
Communion Communion Communion Communion
8am Tim Wadle Steve Kato Chris Duran Tim Wadle
ELDER 10:30am Jim Jackson Sam Jakabcic Jim Jackson Sam Jakabcic
USHERS 8am| Mark Gordon David Hesketh Mark Gordon Dave Hesketh
10:30am Joe Bennett Rich Proeschel Brian Dearth Erich Gottl
ELDER Stephen Kato Tim Wadle Jim Jackson Sam Jakabcic Chris Duran
INFO 330-242-7183 216-214-7109 330-391-6393 216-789-1076 216-577-5164
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LUTHERAN CEMETERY & HOPE MEMORIAL
GARDENS TO HONOR VETERANS

Both Lutheran Cemeteries will again honor veterans before Memorial Day. Volunteers
are always welcome to help place American flags on the graves at:

Lutheran Cemetery, 4566 Pearl Road, Cleveland, OH
Hope Lutheran Cemetery, 2447 Center Road, Hinckley, OH

For more information, contact the Cleveland cemetery office at 216-351-1308, or
Hope Lutheran Cemetery in Hinckley at 330-225-7040.

As some of us are no longer the young, spry, conditioned, and active youth we once
were, how about inviting your kids and grandkids to help-out with the placing the flags?

Wednesday, May 24th at 9:00 AM; able bodied volunteers are needed at Lutheran
Cemetery in Cleveland to place flags on over 1,500 veterans’ graves. Coffee and
donuts are provided.

Thursday, May 25th at 9:00 AM; able bodied volunteers are needed at Hope Lutheran
Cemetery in Hinckley on over 700 veterans’ graves. Coffee and donuts are provided.

Monday, May 29th at 9:00 AM; Memorial Day service at Lutheran Cemetery on Pearl
Road in Cleveland. Service conducted by Rev. Jay Plummer (former Navy Chaplain,
now with Parma Lutheran). Bethany Brass Choir will provide music. Please bring your
own lawn chairs.



tel:%28216%29%20351-1308

Summer 2023

Bi-Monthly

* o

“ ' , For More Information Contact |

BuS TRIP TO THE ARK & CREATION MUSEM @ E A I

SEE REV. STREEPER FOR MORE INFO E
VALLEY CITY, OHIO “ALI.EYE"Y,”H##EBB

Pipe & (Cigar Fellowship
Rev. C.°W. Streeper

SPVC SUMMER ADVENTURE

St PaulﬂLutheran ENCOUNTER®

A SPVC Lutheray Men 2(or BT
330-441-0502
JULY 6TH & 7TH
1377 LESTER RD.
REGISTER IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ WWW.SPVC.ORG
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GIFTS FROM THE HEART LWML Lorain-Medina Zone will be sharing our blessings
with others in need at the LWML National Convention in June. Sandy Turner and Ethel
Schiemann would welcome gift cards in any denomination to Walmart for Phil's
Friends. They are a Christ centered support and hope group for those affected by
cancer. Only gift cards please, because they will fit in our suitcases and collected at
the national convention. Please place them into the container by the welcome center
indicating the amount of the gift card. Thank you.

Walmart Gift Cards

© /(/[Q

Walmart gift cards for Phil’s Friends

Christ centered support and hope agency
for those affected by cancer.

Cards will be taken to our LWML National
Convention

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Please drop them in by June 11, 2023
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Pierstorf
College
Fund

INTEREST-FREE COLLEGE LOANS
Jor LUTHERANS

Interest-Free College Loans for Undergraduate Lutheran Students

Students, attain the life you’re called to live! The Pierstorf College Fund

offers
Ohio.

interest-free educational loans to Lutherans living in the state of

Students must be enrolled full-time in a four-year undergraduate program
at any accredited college or university. Explore academic pursuits,
discover your unique gifts, and grow in the Spirit with yearly loans of up
to $4,000.00.

For more information and to submit an application, visit Pierstorf.org to

apply.

Deadline: June 30, 2023

Follow Pierstorf College Fund on Facebook and Instagram or
check out our website for our most current information.

Darlene Waugh, Executive Director, Pierstorf College Fund
Lisa Daley, Business Manager, Pierstorf College Fund

Office: 440-665-3653
Email: Pierstorf@MessiahFP.org
Website: Pierstorf.org
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July 10-14
9am - 11:30am

This summer at Vacation Bible School, we’re covered in Jesus’
grace! Our theme for this year, God’s Living Water: Covered in
Jesus’ Grace, is inspired by 1 Timothy 1:14, which says, “The
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love
that are in Christ Jesus.” Each of the lessons focuses on biblical
accounts that emphasize the Living Water, Jesus Christ.

Student and Volunteer Registration is OPEN
WWW.SpVC.Org
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Prayers for Worship

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.

Before worship
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You in spirit and in
truth, 1 humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that
| may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

After worship
Almighty and merciful God, | have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. | thank You
for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before confession and absolution
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In
Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness
of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be
raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever
watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Before communing
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation |1 come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for
the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament
Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that,
having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

For blessing on the Word
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and
peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving
faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from
the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for
which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.



